Greater Cleveland Aquarium

Teacher Guide
Theme: Biodiversity
Grade Band: K-12
Program Length: 1 hour
Overview
Take your group on an underwater adventure! Get up close and personal with seahorses and
an octopus, splash around with stingrays, and travel down a 175-foot-long underwater shark
sea tube. This underwater adventure transports you from the north coast to the seacoast in a
guided tour designed for camps and groups of all ages.

Goal
As we travel through freshwater rivers to salt water coves, students will observe the amazing
adaptations animals have to survive in these unique habitats. Students will gain an
appreciation for aquatic biodiversity and understand the important role humans play in the
conservation of aquatic habitats.

Objectives
1. With prompting and support, explain the definition of biodiversity.
2. Compare and contrast living organisms in salt water and freshwater environments.
3. Identify two ways that humans can help conserve aquatic habitats.
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Pre-Activities
Lessons to help prepare your students and enhance your field trip experience:
1. Introduce the term biodiversity. The prefix “bio” means “life” and “diversity” means
“differences.” Biodiversity is all the different kinds of living things that share the Earth.
a. Species differ because they have different adaptations. Adaptations are features
of an animal that are essential to the animal’s survival. Adaptations can help
animals eat, move around, breathe, camouflage, etc.
b. As the biotic and abiotic factors of a habitat change, the animals found within
those habitats change. Freshwater fish have different adaptations from salt
water fish. We will investigate some of these differences at the aquarium.
2. Explain to students that they will be going on a guided tour at the Greater Cleveland
Aquarium. They will be completing scavenger hunts as they tour through the exhibits.
We have scavenger hunt cards for different age levels. Please pick your topics from
the following list:
a. All the fish of the rainbow (preschool to early elementary)
b. What’s in a name – fish named after other animals (early elementary)
c. Where in the world – freshwater fish geography (upper elementary)
d. Where in the world– freshwater & saltwater fish geography (upper elementary)
e. Where in the world – turtle geography (upper elementary)
f. Indicator or invasive (middle to high school)
Scavenger hunt cards will be provided upon arrival and will be returned to the tour
guide upon completion. Please inform us upon arrival which hunt(s) you have
selected.
3. Familiarize the students with the aquarium by viewing the aquarium map and by
visiting the Greater Cleveland Aquarium website: www.greaterclevelandaquarium.com
4. To preview the animals we have on exhibit, check out our animal facts website:
http://m.greaterclevelandaquarium.com
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